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Dear reader,
Groningen, June 15

What you see in front of you, is the Secretarial
Report of Faculty Association Ibn Battuta,
association year 2020-2021. Ibn Battuta has
been the Faculty Association of Spatial
Sciences, University of Groningen, since the
19th of June 1961. Ever since, Ibn Battuta has
become the Association for Human
Geography and Planning, Spatial Planning
and Design, and of course all of the eight
Master Programs. All students have the
chance to become a member of Ibn Battuta.
The goal of Ibn Battuta is to stimulate the
social bonding between all those students and
to make students at the Faculty more invested
in the form of career preparation or
immersion in Spatial Sciences.

members for their great enthusiasm and input
this year!
Moreover, we also want to thank our advisory
bodies. Firstly, the Advisory Council was
again of great help during the past year. Our
chairman, Benedek, regularly updated them
about the ongoing affairs of the Association.
They always provided us with useful advice,
which was very valuable to us. Secondly, the
Audit Committee was also of great help with
their critical view on the finances of the
Association and with helping out the
Treasurer, Merel, whenever she needed them.
Especially regarding the coronavirus they
were of great help and we could always reach
out to them to ask for advice. Thank you very
much for that!

In this Secretarial Report, you can find three
main parts: the year overview, an activity
overview, and the representation overview.
On the page after the next page, you can find
the specified table of content. In the year
overview, you can read a summarized
overview of the association year 2020-2021
and how the Association is developed over
the past year. The activity overview tells you
about the different activities that Ibn Battuta
and her committees have organized during
the past year. After the representation
overview, a short description of all of these
activities is given. The representation
overview gives an insight into all the external
activities where Ibn Battuta was represented
by the board.

The contact with the Faculty was again very
good last year. With cooperating on some
activities, we made sure that those were
visited well by students and staff members.
We could always reach out to multiple staff
members. Whether it was to ask questions
about the booksale, money for activities, or
to just have a chat with each other. Moreover,
also the Faculty was of great help during the
past months during the Corona crisis.
Lastly, we want to give a special thanks to the
Friends of Ibn Battuta. It is so good to see
that so many people still have a very big heart
for the Association. We are very grateful for
that!

This Secretarial Report will start with all the
board members of the 60th board talking
about their year. They will look back on their
year and will tell you what the things were that
stood out to them.

Then it is finally kind of the end of our year
as the 60thboard of Faculty Association Ibn
Battuta. We were lucky to find such a great
group of six very enthusiastic people to
continue these efforts. Next year, they will
lead the Association and they will bring Ibn
Battuta to an even higher level! Hesther,

But of course, without the active members of
Ibn Battuta, last year would never have
looked the same. We therefore want to thank
all active
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Tabea, Fleur, Jules, Bart and Mike, we wish
you the best of luck and of course a lot of
fun next year!
The 60th board of Ibn Battuta,
Benedek Papp, Joëlle Hopman, Merel Flap,
Giovanni Kiewiet & Jelmer de Rijke
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The year of the Chairman
not lost within one. We put everything else
aside.
For me, the challenges also meant
opportunities which had never been and
hopefully never will be there in any other
year. For example, we can now say that the
60th board is the only board ever to
complete a GMA in slippers and sweatpants.
The ‘only board ever to’ list goes on forever
and we had joked about it all year around.
This brought us close together.
Sitting at home, by a lake one year ago, I was
waiting to be called whether I made it into
the candidate board or not. I was fishing,
not really to catch fish, but more to pass
time as I was nervous and all I could think
about was that one call.

The year of the chairman was about
dedication, endurance, hard work, and
challenges. A year like I never expected
before had taught me the most in my life so
far and I can safely say that I would have not
been able to complete this year without the
four people beside me who made this year
so special.

Around midday, I received a call from Tess
which meant the beginning of the most
special, hardest, yet still a fun year of my life.
It all started with the first online event we
attended, the online Candidate Board
Announcement social drink. The honor of
seeing over a hundred members and friends
online was indescribable to us at the time.
We were beyond excited to thank all of
them in real life someday. We were also
looking forward to going to Zernike, the
coffee room, events and all the fun that
comes with being the board of Ibn Battuta.
Those never came.

Joëlle, Merel, Giovanni and Jelmer, I have
never seen people so passionate about
something, I have never seen people so
selfless, so committed. I am still in disbelief
about how persistent you all are, how
motivated you are and how you have kept it
all together during the year. The ‘impossible
task’ I mention earlier, you have all
completed successfully. I am beyond proud
and lucky to have met and to have worked
aside you last year because you are truly and
utterly incredible.

Sitting at home, throughout the year, the
five of us set out on a journey to make the
best out of this year. A year, when often the
tasks seemed impossible to complete. A year
when we had not been able to plan anything
in advance. Yet we quickly adapted. We set
up headquarters in each other’s houses, we
had endless online meetings, we had endless
sleepless nights. All with one goal in mind,
we need to give everything we had to this
Association, to its members and more
importantly we needed to make sure what
had been thriving for 60 years before us is

This dedication, and willingness to put effort
into our Association has been the most
important thing I have admired during the
year not only in members, but in the 60th
board and everyone who has helped to keep
the Association alive. This is the magic of
Ibn Battuta and the message I want to
convey to everyone reading this.
Furthermore, I am convinced that this magic
will keep making people happy in the
coming year as well. Hesther, Tabea, Fleur,
Jules, Bart, and Mike, the Association is in
good hands I can safely say. I want to give
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you my best wishes for your journey. Make
the best out of it and remember when your
expectations do not come true is when you
learn the most!
All the best,
Benedek Papp,
Chairman
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The year of the Secretary
There I am, sitting behind my laptop with a
little hangover because of the first physical
Social Drink of our year taking place
yesterday. I have to admit that yesterday I did
understand again why I wanted to do a board
year so badly. Besides this, I realized during
this night how proud we can be that we never
gave up and kept the association running
regardless of everything. But first things first,
let’s talk about how it all started.

bottle fell to the floor in a thousand pieces.
(Luckily, we didn’t know back then that the
knife would represent the coronavirus and
that the bottle of champagne would represent
our board year.)
A few days later, we were announced as the
Candidate Board via Zoom. It was of course
a pity that the announcement couldn’t take
place in ‘t Gat because climbing on the bar
and chugging a beer while being announced
as a candidate board member seemed
amazing to me. Luckily the 59th board made
a nice video to announce us and it was still a
lovely night. After this night, our transfer
period started. I think I can say I have never
learned as much as in these 5 months and
besides this, it was very much fun.
On the 15th of September, the Handover
GMA finally took place and our year could
officially start. After the GMA we celebrated
the board transfer in Club Kiwi. I think this
was one of the best nights out I ever had.
Everyone was so happy, also because this was
the first night out we had with Ibn Battuta
since the start of the pandemic. I noticed
during my whole year that I appreciated social
contact so much and I, therefore, enjoyed all
the moments I had with people and with my
board way more than I would normally have
done.

It all started on one of the first very sunny
days in April 2020 when I was called by Yildiz
with the good news that I was on the
Candidate Board of Ibn Battuta. I was home
home that day and I went immediately to
Groningen to celebrate with Merel, Jelmer
and Giovanni that we were on the Candidate
Board. Our lovely chairman Benedek was
unfortunately not in the Netherlands because
of the pandemic, so he joined online. We
were all very happy and it was a great night.
Something a little bit less great about that
night was that we did not have a corkscrew to
open our bottle of champagne with.
Giovanni tried to open it with a knife and of
course, this didn’t go well and the whole

The rest of the month of September, we had
a few more physical activities and then the
measurements became stricter and we had to
do everything online again. At the start of
December, our lovely board room closed as
well and we had to work from home again.
Every week we scheduled two days in which
we would work from the same house. These
nice working days at huize PB and at Murl her
boathouse were really nice. I was so thankful
that I could still go somewhere to work whilst
everyone in Groningen was studying from
home.
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Quite often people asked me how it is like to
do a board year in times of corona and there
is one answer I always give. Namely, that it is
of course not the board year I hoped to have
and expected to have. But that because of my
board year I actually had a really nice corona
year. I saw quite some people still, I did a lot
of things I have never done, I had quite some
little parties still and I really learned a lot
about myself and also developed my
professional skills. And yes, of course, it has
been really hard. It has been hard to keep
myself motivated for all my tasks. After all,
you don’t feel rewarded because you don’t see
a lot of people and people like online
activities less. Luckily, at moments I lost my
motivation I had my lovely board to keep me
going. Without this group of people, I don’t
know how I would have made it through this
difficult year. I think every setback we had
this year because of corona made us even
closer.

Dear Benedek, Giovanni, Jelmer and Merel,
thank you so much for everything. Thank you
so much for all the fun, all the nice moments,
and all the tears I could share with you. My
year would never have been as great without
you.
Of course, every end means another
beginning. It means a new beginning for us,
but also a new beginning for the candidate
board: Hesther, Tabea, Fleur, Jules, Bart and
Mike! I have to say that I am really proud that
we found such a nice group of six lovely
people as our (hopefully) successors! I fully
trust that you will make Ibn Battuta even
better than what it was before the pandemic.
I wish you all the best during your board year.
Love,
Joëlle Hopman
Secretary
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The year of the Treasurer

interest. I straight away recognized a strong
connection between the assistants which
showed me how fun it can be to join an
association. Not much later I decided that I
wanted to apply to a committee. Which in this
case was the First Year Committee.
Sometimes it can be hard to find your place
in a group with people that all do not know
you and each other. However, the nice thing
about this committee is that everyone is in the
exact same situation. This made it really easy
for me to find connections with people of the
Association.

What a year this has been for all of us. I would
like to start on a high note and state that I am
very happy that I have had the honour of
being the treasurer of the 60th board of
Faculty Association Ibn Battuta. I remember
the day I received the phone call from Laura
like it was yesterday. You know what they say:
time flies when you are having fun. And that
is what we had, fun.

Later on, I felt like it was time to organize
some more professionally oriented activities
and joined the Lecture Committee. I had the
honour to be the chairman of this great
committee and that is when I noticed that I
like being in charge of things. This might
have something to do with my control freak
traits…
When I decided to apply for a board position
my focus was not necessarily on the function
of treasurer but I am really happy that the
59th board put me in this position. As a
treasurer the power is in your hands which is,
to me, very much satisfies my control freak
traits as I stated before! Everything has to go
through you so you know all the ins and outs
of the Association.

This Association year has been very different
then previous ones. Not only for us as board
members but also for the members. That is
just something we cannot ignore. However,
this year showed me the strength this
Association has to offer. Even though you do
not see each other for months, once we come
together it is like we never left. Of course I
really hoped that I could attend at least one
Social Drink in our beloved ‘t Gat van
Groningen. But I also think that this year has
taught us all how important it is to appreciate
the times on which we are together.
This year shows us that there are multiple
ways to have fun and enjoy each other's
company. I am sure that I don't speak just for
myself when I say I am very proud of
everyone that was willing to put their time
and effort into organizing a wide variety of
online activities and stay motivated
throughout the year.

And then some words about my beloved
fellow board members. I think we have been
through every stage that you can think of.
From laughs to tears and from hugs to fights.
Without this great group of people I wouldn’t
have made it throughout this boardyear and I
also would not have wanted it any other way.
Because of the pandemic we sometimes
struggled a lot with finding our motivation to
keep on going but together we could always
figure it out.
To enhance our motivation a bit we enjoyed
a nice weekend away with each other to the
beautiful Lauwersmeer area. Even though it
was freezing outside, we did not need it to be

Now back to how I got here. It all started off
already on the introduction weekend on
Ameland I think when Ibn Battuta caught my
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sunny because we have our own sunshines!
And that in a house that was meant for 16
people! I am very much looking forward to
visiting Benedek his elderly house this
summer, and enjoy a week away with the five
of us which I think we very much deserve
(and need).

I want to state again how proud I am of the
members, our achievements and especially
my fellow board members. We did this
together and because of this, Faculty
Association Ibn Battuta survived the
pandemic effortlessly. Thank you for this and
I hope to see all of you soon at a real-life
activity or even in the Coffee Room to enjoy
some free coffee with the new board.

While writing this I have the Rooftop
Chillings in the evening. This will be our first
real-life activity after months of not seeing
each other properly. Even though there are
still quite some regulations left, I am very
much looking forward to finally getting a
chance to talk to the members which you
have been working so hard for this year.
Which we of course did with love.

Lots of love,
Merel
Treasurer
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The year of the Commissioner
Internal Relations
Hey hello there, nice to see that you are
reading the Secretarial Year Report and that
you now reached the most beautiful part of it!
Writing this piece makes me think of and
reflect on the past year, and what a bizarre
year it has been. Of course, I would like to say
not too much about corona. Yet, it has,
unfortunately, had a major impact on this
year. However, the most positive thing I got
out of this corona situation during my board
year is that I have been closer with four
people than ever before who all had to deal
with the same situation. This created such a
strong board, and I can tell I couldn't
complete this year without any of them.
Being five days of the week together with
them in the boardroom; sometimes a bit hard
for me, but they had a great time with me
being around. For example, I never had a
break in the boardroom. When I had no
function specific tasks, I felt it was my task to
amuse my fellow board members. Which I
did; making the best jokes there are, throwing
stuff on them, etc. They really enjoyed it!

After the introduction period, it was time for
me to start with two of my new committees.
The Excursion and First-Year committee.
Shortly after the introduction period, in
October, we had to go back to online
activities again, which was another
disappointment. Yet, we stayed positive,
organized online activities and tried to stay as
close and involved as possible with our
members. Then, when you think it couldn’t
get worse, we were not allowed to work in the
boardroom anymore and had to go back to
working from home. Luckily we had Huize
PB, our boardroom 2.0 where we could still
work a lot with the five of us with a 1.5 meters
distance at all times of course. And then, it
was already February, which means we
started our search for a new candidate board,
without actually having experienced anything
of a normal board year. And I’m not going to
lie, it hurts deeply that I will end my board
year without all these experiences. With the
five of us we faced many challenges, had
many setbacks, yet we came back every time.

Then the start of this year. I still remember
the moment Gijs called me that I would be
the Candidate Commissioner Internal
Relations. I couldn't tell anyone until 1.5
week later, when the online Candidate Board
announcement took place. Unfortunately,
not in our beloved Gat van Groningen, but
with a lot of members, which was really great.
After this, the first big thing on the agenda
already needed to be worked on; the
introduction period. The introduction
weekend to Ameland was not possible. Yet, I
was happy that together with my board and
project group (PIP) members I could still
work out an, in my opinion, as great as
possible introduction period for the first year
students. I personally developed a lot during
this period and was very proud of everyone
how we still managed to organize some great
introduction activities and see our members.

Dear Benedek, Joelle, Merel and Jelmer, I
want to thank you for all the memories,
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moments I’ll never forget, and how you
managed to make this year still the most
memorable one for me so far. I hope I can
finish it in style during the Lustrum in August
with you and of course the Lustrum
Committee, of which I was a member as well!
Then, as I said in February, we started
looking for a new candidate board. And with
success. Hesther, Tabea, Fleur, Jules, Bart
and Mike, I have all trust that you will put the

Association to an even higher point and I
hope you will (try) to enjoy every single
moment of it. And of course before I forget,
keep us updated on your consti calendar,
because I think the 60th board still deserved
some of those and we will be there.
Giovanni Kiewiet,
Commissioner Internal Relations
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The year of the Commissioner
External Relations & Vice
Chairman
Here I am, sitting at my desk writing ‘the year
of’ piece. My board year has almost come to
an end, meanwhile we barely have the feeling
that we have done a board year yet. What is a
board year without organizing a social drink,
or hardly a real-life activity? We have not seen
our members. Our board was from home,
behind our laptops.

This year, I learned more than any other year
at university. As the 60th board, we had to
adapt to the given circumstances. Cancelling
activities, keep members involved, and
basically keep the Association running. Since
we could not see our members, we met up

The thing I am wondering, why do you read
this? Is it because you want to know how I
experienced my board year, especially during
a worldwide pandemic? Or are you
considering a board year yourself? If that
would be the case, my only answer would be
yes, do it. Your student time is the best time
of your life. Doing a board year is the best
year of your student time…. 1 + 1 = 2, right?
I was introduced to the Association on the
introduction social drink on the first Monday.
I must admit, I had no idea what Ibn Battuta
was or what they did. I had no intention to
become active. However, that same Monday,
was also the day I decided that one day, I
would apply to the board. All people I met
that day made me feel welcome. I knew right
away I wanted to contribute to this beautiful
Association, not only by doing committees,
but also the next step: a board year.

with the five of us even more. That makes
that I am grateful for every moment I share
with them, from arguing in the board room
to having sleepovers. I want to thank them
for everything they contributed to my year.

Even though our year, my year, has been
highly influenced by the corona virus, I must
admit it has been one of the greatest but also
the hardest things I did in my life so far. After
I knew I would become the candidate board
I asked 59 if it would be possible to postpone
the announcement to June. We as the
candidate board thought we would only go
into a lockdown for a month or so, after that
we would get back to normal right? This
reflects to what extend we underestimated
the Corona virus.

As the Commissioner External Relations, I
did not get to go to partners or big
congresses. All my meetings were from my
desk, either in the boardroom or from home.
I learned how to always uphold a professional
attitude towards external parties. Getting in
contact with partners has been hard this year.
Working from home has also had its effect on
others. But at the end, with great persistence
you will get there. Also, our field of studies is
growing. This shows in the interest of
companies towards our Association, resulting
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in new partners and a great amount of
acquisition. I am convinced that our field of
study will continue to grow with great job
opportunities for us as students of the faculty
of spatial sciences.

So, this is it. This was my board year. It has
been quit the ride. I am proud of everything
we did. It has not been the year I expected
and hoped it to be. But I don’t regret a single
thing from it. All great memories will stay
with me forever. I want to thank every
person, from members to external parties, for
their contribution to us and our beloved
Association. I hope to meet all of you in real
life soon. I want to wish Hesther, Tabea,
Fleur, Jules, Bart and Mike the best of luck
and I have the upmost trust that they will
uphold the high standards of this proud
Association.

Meanwhile I was also the Vice Chairman, the
vice of the first international board member.
What a pleasure it has been. Obviously my
first task was to replace Benedek when
necessary. However, he has always been
there, I barely had to step in. Furthermore, as
a vice, you find your own project to work on,
often something your board will be reminded
of. I regard my project the development of
the new website, which costs a lot of time.
But with a result and a legacy to be proud
with.

Lots of love,
Jelmer de Rijke
Commissioner External
Chairman
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Fortunately, there were also periods in our
year when the measures were less strict,
which gave us the opportunity to organize
outdoor activities.

Overview Association Year
2020-2021
During the General Members Assembly on
the 15th of September, the 60th board of
Faculty Association of Spatial Sciences Ibn
Battuta was appointed in the following
manner:

In order to deal with the situation as flexibly
as possible, we and our committees often
used several scenarios when planning an
event. This applies to the introduction period,
but also to winter sports and the BEC. In the
activity overview you can read exactly how we
gave shape to these activities.

Benedek Papp
Chairman
Joëlle Hopman
Secretary

In addition to the activities, the committee
meetings were something that we had to
shape differently due to the measures. As a
result, the committee meetings were mostly
online. Fortunately, during the period that the
university was open, we were often able to
reserve a room where we could sit with 1.5
meters distance.

Merel Flap
Treasurer
Giovanni Kiewiet
Commissioner Internal Relations
Jelmer de Rijke
Commissioner External
Chairman

Relations

&

One of the most difficult things during our
board year was involving new members in the
association. Fortunately, there was enough
enthusiasm for the First Year Committee and
fortunately we were able to make the
members of this committee enthusiastic for
the association. Unfortunately, apart from the
First Year Committee, there are not many
first-year students who regularly show their
faces to Ibn Battuta. We therefore
encouraged our candidate board to
reintroduce the current first-year students
next year.

Vice

Coronavirus
Our year was dominated by the corona virus
and by finding out how to adapt to it.
Throughout the year we have been looking
for opportunities to allow the association to
operate as well as possible despite all the
restrictions imposed by the measures to limit
the spread of the corona virus. Our period as
candidate board started while we were just in
the first lockdown. Together with the 59th
board we started organizing online activities.
Unfortunately, there was not always the same
amount of enthusiasm for these online
activities. During the year we tried to find a
way to make online activities more attractive.
We found out that there is more enthusiasm
for these activities if the students received
something to use or enjoy during the activity,
for example a beer package. That is why we
worked a lot this year with packages and
goodie bags which we brought to the
students. Activities in which students had to
work together in small groups also attracted
many members.

Due to the corona virus, we have had a lot of
contact with other associations to help and
inspire each other. This has helped us a lot.
We also learned that it is very difficult for any
association to keep members enthusiastic and
that with Ibn Battuta it went reasonably well.
Introduction Period
Projectgroup Introduction Period
Due to the corona measures, we had to shape
our introduction period differently. Normally
the first-year students go to Ameland on an
introduction weekend to get to know the
association and each other better.
Unfortunately that was not possible this year.
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As a result, we have transformed Project
Group Ameland into Project Group
Introduction Period. This project group has
been busy all summer devising and planning
a new introduction period. The project group
has taken into account three scenarios:
completely physical, partly physical and
completely online. Throughout the summer it
seemed that the introduction period could
take place physically with only a limitation of
group size and of course the 1,5t meter
distance. The Projectgroup rented a shed at
the Suiker Unie Terrein to do all kinds of fun
activities such as a silent disco, a pub quiz and
much more. Unfortunately, a few days before
the start of our introduction period, the
government announced strict measures for
introduction periods, forcing the project
group to change its plans. After all the
adjustments, the introduction period for the
first-year students, organized by the project
group, consisted of two Chill Evenings in the
park, a Pub Quiz and two Committee
Markets. Besides these activities, the board
set up the concept of Dinner Groups. Firstyear students could sign up for these dinner
groups to be able to have dinner with fellow
students and make new friends. There were
many sign ups, but unfortunately, a week
before the Dinner Groups would have their
first dinner, the corona measures became
more strict and people could only invite 2
persons at their house.

New website
During our period as candidate board, we
concluded that a lot less money would be
spent this year on activities. This could
provide an opportunity this year to tackle the
outdated website. We have extensively
researched our options and finally decided to
work with Verenigingen Web. This is because
their websites simply looked very good, they
offer many opportunities to improve the
website even further over the years after the
launch and because the monthly costs at
Verenigingen Web were lower than with our
previous web host. When the GMA
approved our plans, we started working on
our new website. After months of hard work,
we could finally launch the website in
February. Everyone was very satisfied with
the new website and we are still very proud of
it.
Projectgroup Sustainability and Society
Ibn Battuta likes to follow societal trends and
to contribute to a better world. That is why
the 59th board set up Projectgroup
sustainability in their year. Because we
noticed that social involvement is also
becoming increasingly important, we have
transformed this project group into
Projectgroup Sustainability and Society. Due
to this name change, we have stimulated the
Projectgroup to organize activities with
charities, such as volunteering. However, this
was also hindered by the coronavirus.
Nevertheless, the project group has managed
to organize a number of great social
initiatives.

Introduction Master Students
This year, for the first time, an extensive
master introduction program was organized.
This consisted of two sessions, one
informative and one social event where
master students got to know each other and
how things work at the Faculty. Both events
were received with wide interest, especially
the Pint of Science event, to which we
received over 100 sign-ups. We hope the
coming boards will continue organizing an
extensive master introduction program.

Lustrum
We had the honor to be a board member
during a Lustrum year, as this year Ibn
Battuta is celebrating her 60th birthday. The
Lustrum was supposed to take place in May
but had to be postponed. The lustrum has
been postponed to the end of August and the
beginning of September. During the days on
which the Lustrum was originally supposed
to take place, the Lustrum Committee
announced the activities of the Lustrum and
the program looks fantastic! We will kick off
the Lustrum with an opening reception, the
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day after there will be an activity called
Foodtruck, Friends Family, we will spend the
weekend on Schiermonnikoog, the Monday
after we will drive on e-choppers through
Groningen and have a cocktail workshop
after, on Tuesday we will go waterskiing and
have drinks on the beach after, on
Wednesday we can reload with a movie and
dinner, Thursday there will be a Lustrum
battle and cantus, Friday there will be an
alumni day and Saturday a Passepartout Day.
Because of this amazing program the
Passepartout’s are already sold out! We are
really looking forward to the Lustrum and we
hope it can go through as planned.

it. We hope the Committee Competition will
be able to engage the committee members
with the association even more next year.
Re-arranging board Room
In order to be able to keep 1,5 meters
distance in the board room, we decided to
break down the wall between the boardroom
and the committee room to make the board
room twice as big. We think it will be great
for the coming boards to have this extra
space as well. We have very good contact with
the Faculty and therefore we are able to rent
out rooms for committee meetings whenever
we want, also at fixed days at the week. This
makes the Committee Room superfluous so
we would recommend the following boards
to keep it like this as well.

Committee Competition
To increase the cohesion within our
committees and the participation at activities,
we set up a Committee Competition. This
way we encouraged committee members to
engage within the Association actively.
Committees were automatically enrolled,
while Projectgroups and fellowships also had
the opportunity to participate. During every
General Members Assembly, the winner was
announced and won a prize. Due to the
corona measures the committees weren’t as
able to participate in the Committee
Competition as we wanted. Fortunately, the
60th candidate board decided to continue with

Online GMA’s
Due to the corona measures we had to do
the November and February GMA online
and hosted the GMA’s via Blackboard
Collaborate. In contrast to physical GMA’s,
the members that wanted to attend the
GMA had to sign up in advance. The online
GMA’s worked out surprisingly well! We
asked two members to monitor the
questions which allowed the members to ask
all the questions they wanted!
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Secretarial Year Report
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Activity overview

1

Activity
FIFA Tournament

Where
Online

When
01-06-2020

Participants
8

2

Mini-Game Night

Online

09-06-2020

26

3

Online

11-06-2020

15

4

Visual Communication
Workshop Jonge Honden
Dies Ibn Battuta

Groningen

19-06-2020

Approximately 25

5

Chill Evening HGP

Stadspark

31-08-2020

Approximately 60

6

Chill Evening SPD

Stadspark

01-09-2020

Approximately 60

7

Comeback Quiz

02-09-2020

50

8

Committee Market

Grandcafé De Oude
Kijk
Zernike Campus

07-09-2020

Approximately 25

9

Committee Market

Zernike Campus

07-09-2020

Approximately 35

10

W.J. van den Bremen Lecture

11-09-2020

51

11

Handover GMA

Remonstrantse Kerk
Groningen & Online
Wijkcentrum de Schakel

15-09-2020

46

12

After Gma Social Drink

Club Kiwi

16-09-2020

50

13

Introduction Pub Quiz

09-09-2020

52

14

Footgolf with the FleX'Cie

Grandcafé De Oude
Kijk
Kardinge

17-09-2020

22

15

Beertasting with Veni Vidi FYCi

Baxbier Groningen

17-09-2020

50

16

BEC to the Future Survivalrun

05-10-2020

20

17

Lecture Erik Jan van Kempen

Hommes Survival &
Outdoor Survivalbaan
Online

06-10-2020

Approximately 15

18

Online Website Input-Coffee
Hour
Virtual Bingo Evening

Online

28-10-2020

3

Online

28-10-2020

19

20 Online Website Input-Coffee
Hour
21 Among Us! Night

Online

03-10-2020

2

Online

09-11-2020

35

22 Ommelander Beer Tasting

Online

12-11-2020

22

23 Online Movie Night

Online

16-11-2020

44

24 November GMA

Online

18-11-2020

28

25 SuperSeX'Cie Beertasting

Online

23-11-2020

Approximately 40

19
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26 Workshop: Empower Your
Mind
27 Lustrum Theme Announcement

Online

24-11-2020

Approximately 40

Online

26-11-2020

Approximately 40

28 Elevate Your CV

Online

09-12-2020

25

29 Lecture Artificial Intelligence

Online

16-12-2020

Approximately 20

30 Among Us! Night

Online

14-01-2021

Approximately 20

31

Online

04-02-2021

25

32 Where is Ibn?

City of Groningen

27

33 Almanac Reveal

Online

08-02-2021 until
21-02-2021
09-02-2021

34 Online Game Night

Online

11-02-2021

25

35 Valentines Day with the SeS'cie

Groningen

58 roses sent

36 Online Escape Room

Online

14-02-2021 until
15-02-2021
15-02-2021

37 Virtural Coffee Hour

Online

16-02-2021

9

38 February GMA

Online

22-02-2021

30

39 Spatial Sciences Quiz

Online

23-02-2021

Approximately 30

40 National Geography and
Planning Symposium
41 Cook along with the
Pedelgenootschap
42 Societal Awareness Week

Online

26-02-2021

96

Online

11-03-2021

Approximately 20

Online

Approximately 10

43 Enter the Project: Zuidasdok
Amsterdam
44 Master Network In-House
Festival
45 EGEA Geo Guesser
competition
46 Candidate Board Announcement

Online

15-03-2021 until
20-03-2021
16-03-2021

Approximately 50

Online

12-04-2021 until
16-04-2021
12-04-2021 until
26-04-2021
13-04-2021

47 Candidate Board Coffee Hour

Online

14-04-2021

Approximately 20

48 Lecture Rijkswaterstaat

Online

20-04-2021

Approximately 15

49 Online Casino Night

Online

20-04-2021

22

50 Day of Sustainability

Online

29-04-2021

Approximately 30

51

Stadspark

10-05-2021

23

Online

26-05-2021

Approximately 35

After Exam Cocktail Tour

SupersEx'cie King's Games

52 W.J. van den Bremen Lecture

Online
Online

20

Approximately 30

28

Approximately 35

Approximately 20
Approximately 70
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53 Career Day FSS

Online

28-05-2021

21
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Representation overview
Event

When

Where

1

NGPS Meeting

01-07-2020

Online

2

Meeting Managing Director FSS

02-07-2020

Online

3

Social Drink STUDENT-Labs

02-07-2020

Winschoterdiep

4

Summer Ceremony

03-07-2020

Online

5

Meeting Study Advisors and LC Coordinator

06-07-2020

Online

6

Meeting EBF

07-07-2020

Online

7

Meeting ProGeo

07-07-2020

Online

8

Meeting Location Introduction Period

10-07-2020

Online

9

Meeting PKV

13-07-2020

Online

10

Meeting ProGeo

13-07-2020

Online

11

Meeting Vice Chairman Faculty Board

15-07-2020

Online

12

Webinar Verenigingenweb

16-07-2020

Online

13

Meeting Study Advisors

23-07-2020

Online

14

Meeting Study Advisors

31-07-2020

Online

15

Meeting Congressus

31-07-2020

Online

16

CFO

06-08-2020

Online

17

BHV course

06-08-2020

Groningen

18

Meeting ProGeo

07-08-2020

Online

19

Meeting Study Advisors

11-08-2020

Online

20

Meeting ProGeo

11-08-2020

Online

21

Meeting AT Osborne

12-08-2020

Baarns

22

Meeting 't Gat van Groningen

13-08-2020

t Gat van Groningen

23

Meeting RECG

13-08-2020

Online

24

Meeting ProGeo

19-08-2020

Online
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25

Meeting ProGeo

20-08-2020

Online

26

Chairman Meeting

27-08-2020

Online

27

Visit Candidate Board Sociëtas

26-08-2020

Groningen

28

BHV course

29-08-2020

Groningen

29

Visit Location W.J. van den Bremen Lecture

02-09-2020

30

Meeting Zwemfest

04-09-2020

Romonstrantse Kerk
Groningen
Online

31

Meeting BNSP

04-09-2020

Online

32

Opening Academic Year FSS

07-09-2020

Online

33

CFO

09-09-2020

Online

34

Meeting representative Calimero

10-09-2020

Zernike

35

Meeting Student-Labs

10-09-2020

Online

36

Beginning of the Year Party EBF

14-09-2020

Suikeruni Terrein

37

NGPS Meeting

16-09-2020

Online

38

Visit Candidate Board VIP

16-09-2020

Groningen

39

Meeting Faculty Board

22-09-2020

Online

40

Faculty Counsil

22-09-2020

Zernike

41

NGPS meeting

24-09-2020

Online

42

Chairman Meeting FSS

28-09-2020

Online

43

Meeting 't Gat van Groningen

29-09-2020

t Gat van Groningen

44

Meeting Shirt a la Minute

29-09-2020

Shirt a la Minute

45

Intercultural Awareness Training with FSS Boards

30-09-2020

Online

46

Meeting Chairman Girugten

01-10-2020

Zernike

47

Picture 050 hangt de vlag uit

02-10-2020

Grote Markt Groningen

48

Meeting PAS BV

05-10-2020

Veendam

49

Meeting Vitens

06-10-2020

Online

50

Meeting SAC Groningen

09-10-2020

Online

51

Meeting Verenigingenweb

09-10-2020

Online
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52

Meeting GEO Promotion

11-10-2020

Zernike

53

Meetign GEO Promotion

12-10-2020

Zernike

54

Meeting Galant Gala

13-10-2020

Online

55

Meeting Vitens

16-10-2020

Online

56

Meeting Faculty staff/PhD Student

19-10-2020

Zernike

57

Meeting PKV

21-10-2020

Online

58

FVOG dissolve GMA

24-10-2020

Online

59

Galant Gala Meeting

26-10-2020

Online

60

Meeting Faculty Board

27-10-2020

Online

61

Meeting Faculty staff

27-10-2020

Zernike

62

NGPS Meeting

02-11-2020

Online

63

Chairman Meeting FSS

04-11-2020

Online

64

CFO

05-11-2020

Online

65

Meeting Student-Labs

09-11-2020

Online

66

Meeting Kenonz

10-11-2020

Zernike

67

Meeting Rijkswaterstaat

11-11-2020

Online

68

Cultural Awareness Training with FSS Boards

11-11-2020

Online

69

Event RECG

11-11-2020

Online

70

Meeting Galant Gala

11-11-2020

Online

71

InfraExperience

12-11-2020

Online

72

Meeting LC-Coordinator

12-11-2020

Online

73

Meeting Vitens

13-11-2020

Online

74

Meeting Kadaster

13-11-2020

Online

75

Meeting Galant Gala

19-11-2020

Online

76

Meeting Student-Labs

19-11-2020

Online

77

Meeting AISEC

19-11-2020

Online

78

CFO

20-11-2020

Online
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79

NGPS Meeting

23-11-2020

Online

80

Meeting Witteveen + Bos

24-11-2020

Online

81

Meeting Student-Labs

24-11-2020

Online

82

CFO

24-11-2020

Online

83

Pubquiz 't Gat van Groningen

24-11-2020

Online

84

Meeting Associations Interim

25-11-2020

Online

85

Business Innovatie Congres

26-11-2020

Online

86

Galant Gala Meeting

27-11-2020

Online

87

Meeting Faculty Board

01-12-2020

Online

88

Meeting Member Faculty staff

01-12-2020

Online

89

CFO

02-12-2020

Online

90

Meeting Chairman EBF

04-12-2020

Online

91

Meeting ATO

04-12-2020

Online

92

Chairmen Meeting FSS

07-12-2020

Online

93

Meeting Faculty staff/PhD Student

07-12-2020

Online

94

Meeting Student-Labs

08-12-2020

Online

95

Meeting Faculty staff

10-12-2020

Online

96

Galant Gala Meeting

10-12-2020

Online

97

Meeting Student-Labs

15-12-2020

Online

98

FAA

16-12-2020

Online

99

FAA

06-01-2021

Online

100 Galant Gala Meeting

07-01-2021

Online

101

13-01-2021

Online

102 FAA

13-01-2021

Online

103 Meeting Verenigingenweb

14-01-2021

Online

104 Meeting Galant Gala

15-01-2021

Online

105 Meeting KNAG

22-01-2021

Online

Meeting Chairmen FSS
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106 NGPS meeting

25-01-2021

Online

107 Meeting Professor Keuning Vereniging

29-01-2021

Online

108 VPR Concsultant Meeting

02-02-2021

Online

109 Meeting Vitens

02-02-2021

Online

110

NGPS Meeting

03-02-2021

Online

111

FAA

03-02-2021

Online

112

Meeting Student-Labs + Director of Education FSS

04-02-2021

Online

113

NGPS Meeting

10-02-2021

Online

114

Meeting Clio and Vip

11-02-2021

Online

115

Meeting Verenigingenweb

12-02-2021

Online

116

Galant Gala Meeting

17-02-2021

Online

117

NGPS Meeting

18-02-2021

Online

118

Meeting FAA and Student Assessor University Board

19-02-2021

Online

119

Meeting Rector Magnificus UG

19-02-2021

Online

120 Chairman Meeting FSS

19-02-2021

Online

121

19-02-2021

Online

122 Meeting Clio and Vip

24-02-2021

Online

123 NGPS meeting

25-02-2021

Online

124 Meeting Vitens

25-02-2021

Online

125 Meeting Student-Labs

02-03-2021

Online

126 Meeting Student-Labs

02-03-2021

Online

127 Meeting Dean FSS

03-03-2021

Online

128 Geo Promotion

03-03-2021

Online

129 Faculty Council Meeting

05-03-2021

Online

130 Meeting Dean FSS

09-03-2021

Online

131

10-03-2021

Online

11-03-2021

Online

Meeting Rijkswaterstaat

Meeting Chairman Vesting

132 FAA Meeting
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133 Meeting member Faculty staff

11-03-2021

Online

134 Meeting CLio and Vip

12-03-2021

Online

135 Meeting Oosterhof Holman

18-03-2021

Online

136 Chairman Meeting FSS

19-03-2021

Online

137 Meeting PKV

22-03-2021

Online

138 Zaza Candidate Board Announcement

26-03-2021

Online

139 FAA

30-03-2021

Online

140 Meeting Faculty staff/PhD Student

31-03-2021

Online

141

01-04-2021

Online

143 Meeting Xstate

08-04-2021

Online

144 FAA

14-04-2021

Online

145 Meeting De Zwarte Hond

14-04-2021

Online

146 ACI meeting

20-04-2021

Online

147 Meeting Student-Labs

21-04-2021

Online

148 Meeting Clio and Vip

22-04-2021

Online

149 Meeting COUP

22-04-2021

Online

150 Chairman Meeting FSS

22-04-2021

Online

151

28-04-2021

Online

152 Meeting Student-Labs

28-04-2021

Online

153 Meeting PKV

28-04-2021

Online

154 Meeting Recruitmenthuis

29-04-2021

Online

155 Meeting Kadaster

29-04-2021

Online

156 Meeting Faculty staff/PhD Student

29-04-2021

Online

157 Meeting PKV

29-04-2021

Online

158 Meeting Student Assessor FSS

05-05-2021

Online

159 Meeting Student-Labs

06-05-2021

Online

160 Dies JFV

06-05-2021

Online

Meeting Clio and Vip

Meeting PKV
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161

Meeting APPM

07-05-2021

Online

162 Visit Candidate Board Odiom

10-05-2021

Online

163 Meeting PKV

11-05-2021

Online

164 Faculty Council Meeting

11-05-2021

Online

165 Meeting COUP

18-05-2021

Online

166 Meeting Faculty Board

18-05-2021

Online

167 Meeting Study Advisors

20-05-2021

Online

168 Meeting 't Gat van Groningen

25-05-2021

Online

169 Constitution Drink GLV Idun

31-05-2021

Online
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Board activities
with around 60 participants and we had a very
nice chance to talk to some of the new people
at the Faculty.

Fifa Tournament – June 1st
From the first of June onwards, eight
enthusiastic players challenged each other in
an online Fifa tournament. Every week one
game was played. Clashes went from Viktoria
Pilzen against Feyenoord to Liverpool against
Barcelona. Currently, the tension is at its peak
since the semi-finals will be played this week,
followed by the final upcoming week. May
the best man win!

Introduction day international students – August
30th
On the 30th of August, a small group of
internationals was introduced to the Faculty
and Ibn Battuta. Due to the corona crisis,
there were fewer international students
compared to other years. After some basic
information from the Faculty Staff a lunch
was provided at the Aclo sports bar, at which
Ibn Battuta was introduced as well. After that
a small Zernike tour was made to show the
students everything that might become
important in their year at our faculty.
Unfortunately, the tour focused mostly on
the things that would have normally been
important to them. The tour ended with
some basic biking lessons, to help them
around in the city of Groningen.

Visual Communication Workshop Jonge Honden June 11th
The Jonge Honden gave us an interesting
workshop about visual communication on
the 11th of June. The participants learned
how easy it can be to create visuals that
contribute in an attractive way to make topics
and research results more clear. During the
workshop, the participants were challenged
to draw visuals and experienced how
wonderful it can be to crawl out of text and
let go of their creativity.

Introduction day first-year students – August 31st
& September 1st
Because of the pandemic we organized a
separate Introduction Day for Human
Geography & Planning students and for
Spatial Planning & Design students. On the
31st of August every new Human Geography
& Planning student had a warm welcome at
the Faculty of Spatial Sciences and the Spatial
Planning & Design students were welcomed
at the 1st of September. On both days, in the
morning some small lectures were given by
multiple persons and bodies of the Faculty.
After listening to all this information, the
students had some time to grab lunch with
their mentors before the afternoon program
started. After lunch, the afternoon program
in the inner city of Groningen began. All
mentor groups had to fulfil a route through
the inner city during which they visited some
places that could be of importance for them.
The new first-year students met multiple
organizations of the Faculty and committees
of Ibn Battuta. They had to do many games
during which the group cohesion was

Dies Ibn Battuta - June 19th
On the 19th of June, our Association had her
59th birthday! To celebrate this, the members
of the Board and Candidate Board cycled
through the city of Groningen to hand over
pieces of cake to the members. Additionally,
an exchange game was played, whereby the
members were asked to change an object the
members of the Board and Candidate board
brought, with another object. Many objects
were changed, like for example a chair, an
inflatable parrot, and even a microwave. The
final object is a mini bike, which will be
placed in the Coffee Room. It was a nice and
successful day!
Introduction day (pre-)master students – August 28
On the 28th of August Ibn Battuta organized
the formal Introduction day for (pre-)master
students in collaboration with the Faculty and
Pro Geo. During the day, participants were
introduced to the online environment of
Nestor, and got to know the ins and outs of
the Faculty. We held three sessions in total
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improved. On both days during the evenings
Projectgroup Introduction Period organized
two Chill Evenings at the Stadspark for the
first-year students. Although the evenings
were quite different from the usual
'Introduction Social Drink', the evening
turned out to be a success. The first-year
students got to know each other and some
seniors while having a chat and enjoying
alcohol-free drinks. We are very happy and
proud that we could offer the first-year
students a proper physical Introduction Day
regardless of the pandemic.

evening and were dressed up in nice outfits.
During the night, participants could win
many nice prizes like a beer pong set, a bingo
machine, a box with many different games
and, last but not least, the first merchandise
of this year!
Virtual Coffee Hour - February 16th
The Coffee Room is something we have been
missing since March. Also in February, we
sadly couldn’t go back to the most beautiful
room of the Zernike Campus. That is why the
board gave the members the opportunity to
visit the Coffee Room again by creating a
permanent Virtural Coffee Room on the
website. On Tuesday, Febrary 16, the board
hosted a virtual Coffee Hour to celebrate the
installation of the virtual Coffee Room on the
website.

Introduction day master students – September 4th
This year, for the first time, and extensive
master introduction program was organized.
This consisted of two sessions, one
informative and one social event where
master students got to know each other and
how things work at the Faculty. Both events
were received with wide interest, especially
the Pint of Science event, to which we
received over 100 sign-ups. We hope this is
continued in next years with great success and
collaboration with the Faculty!

Former boards information session - March 2nd &
3rd
One of the most important tasks of a board
is ensuring the continuation of the
association by finding their successors! That
is why we organized two sessions in which
members that were interested in doing a
board year could ask all their questions to
former board members. On Tuesday the 2nd
of February a former Vice Chairman,
Secretary and Commissioner External
relations were present to answer the
questions from members interested in these
functions! On Wednesday the 3rd of
February it was up to a former Chairman,
Treasurer and Commissioner Internal
Relations to make the protentional new board
members enthusiastic for doing a board year.

After Gma Social Drink - September 15th
After the Handover GMA on the 15th of
September, celebrated the discharge of the
59th Board and the charge of the 60th Board
in Club Kiwi! There was place for 50 people
to sit on a table and to enjoy nice beers, wines
and cocktails. Everybody had the opportunity
to congratulate the 60th board and to thank
the 59th board. The 59th board received a lot
of beers and drinks from the members as a
thank you. Also, the winners of the board
rankings of the 59th board were announced!
Unfortunately, this first physical social drink
was also the last one. But speaking from the
60th board, we enjoyed it as much as ten
normal social drinks together!

Societal Awareness Week - March 15th until 20th
In the week of the 15th until the 20th of
March we scheduled the week free for an
exciting initiative called the Societal
Awareness Week. With this event we aimed
to bring the attention of the members to a
specific issue in the world. This year, the
theme of this week was Waste Management.
Every day members could join us with small
initiatives, for example a waste free cooking
competition, sharing ideas on Instagram on

Virtual Bingo Evening - October 28th
On the 28th of October, the Board organized
a Virtual Bingo Evening. The participants
could buy a bingo card for one euro, of which
the proceeds were donated to Unicef.
Benedek and Giovanni were the hosts of the

30

FACULTY ASSOCIATION

Ibn Battuta
how to reduce waste and a food and clothes
collection to prevent them from being
thrown away.

guess it yet, the first round of merchandise
was an Ibn Battuta mouth mask in the colors
red in white of course! Although mouth
masks are of course never really comfortable,
this mouth mask was. But we still hope that
this mask will soon be redundant!

Candidate Board Announcement - April 13th
On the 13th of April, the 60th Candidate
Board of Ibn Battuta was announced! During
this online event, the Candidate Board
members were presented one by one via a
video. They introduced themselves while
standing on the ‘bar’ to start their Candidate
period off right. After the video, there was
room for a chat, a drink, and a good laugh
with each other. It was a great night with lots
of fun interactions!

The second round of merchandise was the
Ibn Battuta Sustainable rietbuis. As students,
we chug a lot of beers. Therefore, we decided
to promote a sustainable option, instead of
having to use plastic straws. We offered the
Sustainable Rietbuis for only 5 euros! We are
sure that a lot of delicious and cold beers will
be chugged with it and that our members can
become real chugging champions right now!
As an addition to the general merchandise
our beloved Lustrum Committee launched a
lot of merchandise! A nice and warm beanie
to make sure we could keep our heads warm
this winter, a window sticker and a beautiful
bathrobe we can wear at hangover mornings
during the Lustrum.

Candidate Board Coffee Hour - April 14th
On the 14th of April, the morning after their
Announcement, the Candidate Board hosted
a Coffee Hour online. They prepared some
games to play with the members present and
had a chat. Some members won a prize by
playing these games. The grand prize? An
‘Ibn Battuta Kannetje’ package! The
Candidate Board had a lot of fun as did the
members who
joined!

Coffee Hours
Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to host a
single Coffee Hour in the Coffee Room since
only board members were allowed on the
Interim this year because of the pandemic.
However, we still wanted to provide our
members with some hot and delicious coffee
and therefore we have decided at the
beginning of our year to set up a Coffee
Delivery Services. Members could order
coffee via the ConnAction Forum from
Monday to Thursday from 09:30 AM until
02:00 PM, and on Friday until 01:00 PM.
Every day, one of the board members had
Coffee Hour and made sure to check the
Forum every few minutes to so whether a
new order came in. When an order came in,
the board member brought the Coffee to the
place in Mercator or Duisenberg where the
member that requested coffee was studying
or having a meeting. Members were always
very grateful when we delivered their coffee
and for us, bringing coffee gave us a nice
opportunity to have a chat with our members.

Rijkswaterstaat lecture from Maartje BeltmanApril 20th
On the 20th of April we could enjoy a lecture
by Maartje Beltman, a manager at
Rijkswaterstaat, former student at the FSS
and a former board member of Ibn Battuta.
She told us about Rijkswaterstaat, the
challenges ahead of us and her personal
career and experiences. Because of her
sparkling personality, she kept everyone
engaged. This can be seen from the fact that
many questions were asked during the
lecture! After the lecture we had the
possibility to ask questions about doing an
internship at Rijkswaterstaat.
Merchandise
Also this year there were two rounds of
merchandise! The first round of merchandise
that the board released this year was very
typical for this year. In case. You did not
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General Members Assemblies
budget for the association year 2020-2021
was presented and the final voting moment
was held for the proposed bylaw adjustments
about the Ibn Battuta Residences and about
the Advisory Counil. After some input from
the GMA we decided that we wanted to adapt
the bylaw about the Advisory Council and
wanted to propose it again on the February
GMA. The bylaw adjustment about the Ibn
Battuta Residences got accepted.

Handover GMA - board - September 15th
On the 15th of September, it was time for the
59th board to close their year as the board of
Ibn Battuta. They reviewed their policy
progress for the last time, gave an acquisition
overview of the past year and presented their
secretarial and financial year reports. After
that, Tess thanked her board for the great
year they had, and then it was time for
Benedek, Joëlle, Merel, Giovanni and Jelmer
to take over. The 60th board thanked the
59th board for their effort, after which they
presented the policy document for the year
2020-2021.

February GMA - board - February 22nd
The February GMA was host again online via
Blackboard Collaborate. During the February
General Members Assembly, the board again
presented their policy progress. Also, the
half-year balance was presented by the
treasurer, and an update of the acquisition
was given by the Commissioner External
Relations. Furthermore, the Strategic Vision
2020-2025 was evaluated and the bylaw
adjustment of the Advisory Council was
accepted.

November GMA - board - November 18th
The November GMA was the first GMA in
the history of Ibn Battuta that was hosted
online. Although an online GMA is of course
not the ideal situation, it worked out quite
well! During the General Members Assembly
on the 18th of November, the board shortly
presented their policy progress. Also, the
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Input Sessions
we organized two input session during which
members could give us input and ideas about
the new website. Besides the two input
sessions, we also gave members the
opportunity to send input by email or post
ideas for the website on the ConnAction
Forum.

Online Website Input-Coffee Hour - board - October
28th & November 3rd
During the Association year 2020-2021 the
board has been busy with creating a new
website. We made this website of course for
our members so we didn’t want to make a
new website without their input! That is why
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External relations and collaborations
can rely on regarding any matters of the
Association.

National Geography and Planning Symposium:
Tourism: A Journey into its Challenges – February
26th
After preparing for months together with our
sister associations all over the Netherlands,
the NGPS was finally there and took place on
the 26th of February. The symposium took
place online and, as Mundus was the hosting
association this year, the symposium was
broadcasted from the beautiful city of
Nijmegen. The theme for this year was
“Tourism, a journey into its challenges”!
During the day, different topics related to
tourism were discussed, such as overtourism,
sustainable tourism, tourism and COVID-19
and city marketing.

For that, we are very grateful! We want to
thank Casper van Mastrigt, Constantijn de
Lange, Henri Batterink, Marc Boogert, Paul
Steeneken, Raoul Steyvers, Sabine Dieben,
Sacha Verhulst, Viktor Venhorst, and Yildiz
Heeringa for all their help and advice this
year.
Alumni Associations Professor Keuning Vereniging
The collaboration with the Professor
Keuning Vereninging is currently very low. In
the Association Year 2020-2021 there has
only been one official meeting. The meeting
was online and was mostly to get to know
each other. Further contact was only via
Jacco Kuper, the contact person on behalf of
the Faculty. This was mostly regarding
invitations of Alumni at some activities and
the organization of the alumni day of the
Lustrum.
In the upcoming year, the 61st board will
reflect upon the collaboration and try to
improve this. There is way more potential in
the Professor Keuning Vereniging and the
challenge now is to live up to the potential.

Advisory council
During the year, the Advisory Council has
provided the Board with solicited as well as
unsolicited advice. On the the 7th of May we
had a very nice online dinner with the some
of the members of the Advisory Council. The
dinner was meant to thank the Advisory
Council for their effort the past year but also
gave us as the Board a chance to discuss some
questions that arose during the year. We also
used the evening to discuss the progress of
our policy. The dinner was a great way to get
to know each other, receive advice, and
exchange stories. During the February GMA,
the list of candidates for the Advisory
Council was reevaluated and voted upon. A
discussion arose about the current structure
of the Advisory Council, and how the
composition of the Advisory Council does
not circulate enough. This has been revisited
and bylaw adjustment was passed to ensure
more circulation and an active Advisory
Council in the future. After March, when the
coronavirus made us work from home, we
had multiple video calls with members of the
Advisory Council. During these uncertain
times, we often relied on the advice and help
of the Advisory Council. The situation made
it clear to us how important it is to have a
good Advisory Council, on which the Board

Representation Activities
A few pages back, you can find the
representation overview. In this overview,
you can see all the external activities where
Ibn Battuta was represented by the board.
This consists a lot of activities. From more
formal activities like visiting the Faculty (Board), partners, and other organizations to
online social drinks with other associations.
Because of the pandemic we had less contact
with other associations then in other years,
but we still tried to see them by joining their
online events. This is of course fun but very
beneficial as well. All the associations we are
in contact with could provide us with useful
information. By giving each other tips &
tricks, we were able to learn from each other
but also build further upon the strong bond
that was already there.
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The contact with the Faculty this year was
very good and beneficial this year. We visited
the Faculty Board multiple times online
throughout the year and kept each other wellupdated about the ongoing affairs.
Furthermore, we started to regularly visit the
coffee breaks of all different departments of
the Faculty of Spatial Sciences. Also, the
contact with other organizations at the
Faculty was conducted very well. We kept
each other up-to-date about the comings and
going events.

Board transfer
At the General Members Assembly of
February, the applications for a new board
were open again! Just like in past years, two
walk-in moments were organized where
students who were interested in doing a
board year could have a chat with former
board members. Finally, the deadline of the
26th of March was reached, and all the
motivation letters and curriculum vitae were
handed in. Next up were the application
interviews. During the interviews, we had
help from an external board member. She
was present to ensure objectivity and
independency. We want to thank Lotte
Bakker (Chairman of VIP) for her time and
effort, and of course her very useful advice.

Faculty Association’s Assembly
During the FAA (Faculty Association’s
Assembly), representatives of all faculty
associations came together every month.
During the meetings, we discussed the state
of affairs within the faculties and
associations, and all sorts of other relevant
matters. It was a great opportunity to tackle
important issues, on which we as associations
could have influence together. Together with
the FAA, we have implemented a new
structure for this organization and made it an
official contact point for central university
affairs. This way we could have real influence
regarding the re-opening of study spaces, and
we provided insight into several meetings
with the University Board. The FAA was
especially relevant during the COVID-19
situation, during which we maintained a lot of
contact with the different associations.
Sharing ideas and experiences between all
associations helped immensely to make better
decisions and learn from each other in these
uncertain times

After the application procedure, the 60th
candidate board of Ibn Battuta was
constructed. During the slightly different
social drink on the 14th of April, Hesther van
Rossem, Tabea Rademacher, Fleur Bogema,
Jules Eefting, Bart Folgerts and Mike Löwik
were revealed as the new candidate board in
a video during the online social drink.
During the past months, we tried to make
sure they are fully prepared to take over! With
many personal transfer moments, but also
many Transfer Evenings, the Transfer
Weekend, and an evening with the Advisory
Council, we tried to do so. We have a lot of
trust in the candidate board and we are sure
they will do well after they took over as a
board on the 22nd of June.
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Committee Activities
to focus on making the online Career Day a
great success.

Almanac Committee
In February, a group of seven enthusiastic
people started the long but exciting journey
of making an almanac for Ibn Battuta. The
group considered themselves as very lucky,
since the Almanac Committee was one of the
only committees that could do their normal
job in times of corona. After some
brainstorming, they came to the hiding name
Brillian’cie. After some other brainstorm
sessions, they also came with the theme of the
almanac: Northern Lights! One year later, the
almanac committee finally revealed their
masterpiece! Unfortunately, the Almanac
Social Drink could not happen so they
organized an online event to reveal the
almanac to the members. The committee
started off with a reveal-video to reveal the
theme of the almanac. After the theme was
revealed, the committee gave a sneak-peak of
their almanac by showing some of the pages
in there. The night ended with a Kahoot with
questions about ‘Northern Lights’. The
winner, Benedek Papp, won a package to
make cocktails that look like the northern
lights! A week after the almanac reveal, the
committee cycled through Groningen to
distribute the almanacs. Around 80 people
received an almanac! The committee can be
really proud of the work they did! We want to
thank Fleur Bogema, Aaron Migchels, Lisa
Bos, Nick Waterink, Tuukka Korpela,
Cheyenne Raskeyn and Joëlle Hopman
(board member) for creating this beautiful
almanac.

On the 28th of May the Career Day FSS
finally took place! In the morning a plenary
part was streamed from a studio of
MYfacilities. A motivational keynote was
given by mayor Sebastiaan Postema. After
which students could choose between a
keynote by either Erik Wagenar or Maurits
Schaafsma. Then a new concept was
implemented: an alumni panel, hosted by
Robin Neef. Together with some alumni he
tried to take different perspectives on the
question: why do we work? Furthermore, the
day looked like a normal Career Day, only
from home. Via the online platform Hopin,
it was made sure that everything worked
smoothly. To make some extra students sign
up, a Broodje Ben and a goody bag was
provided. Then it was time for students to
meet their future employers. This could be
done via two different workshop rounds, 1
on 1 contact or at the end of the day the
business dates. Valuable contact was made
and students got a great insight in their career
opportunities. We want to thank Yildiz
Heeringa, Mauk Sewandono, Lieke Mijnheer,
Daniek van Beelen, Mike Doldersum, Kees
Dings, Martijn Hoekstra, Roos den Boer and
Jelmer de Rijke (board member) for
organizing this amazing Career Day.

The Master Network FSS
The Master Network FSS (formerly: Master
Committee and Career Platform) organizes
social activities, but also career-related and
informative activities that are especially
interesting for masters students. They
organized a successful and crowded ‘Pint of
Science’, but also for example several
workshops to help the master students with
their CV or their concentration skills. You
can read about these activities below. With
their activities, they made sure that all master
students, whether it were active Ibn’ers or
not, had a great time an they focused on
improving the employability of those

Career Day Committee
In November 2020 the Career Day
committee started off. Since in 2020 the
Career Day FSS was cancelled our students
were looking forward to connecting to the
working field again. Back in November the
committee assumed that it would be possible
to organize the event in real life again. Just
like any of us, they underestimated the corona
crisis, and back in March it became clear that
the Career Day FSS would be online. Having
two months left, gave them the opportunity
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students. We want to thank Heleen Mollema,
Luna Berkedam, Simone Rehwinkel, Roman
Schuijers, Roy Boertien, Maarten van Zijl,
Jeroen Koopman, Wouter Schuiermanni,
Gijs Homans and Benedek Papp (board
member) for their amazing work and
enthusiasm during the past year!

to further improve their cv with the help of
YER.
After Exam Cocktail Tour - February 4th
To celebrate the end of the exams in January,
The Master Network FSS opened their online
bar again on the 4th of February, for an
online cocktail tour! they had 3 amazing
cocktails on the menu, and the participants
got to make them yourselves!. They delivered
this right to their doorstep, after which an
online ‘café’ was opened where the tasting
took place. The participants got three
cocktails, some snacks to go along with it, and
an evening of old fashioned gezelligheid

Ommelander Beer Tasting - November 12th
On the 12th of November 2020 the Master
Network FSS organized the Ommelander
Beer Tasting! They have selected some of the
finest craft beers from Groningen's rich
'Ommelanden' for the participants to try.
They delivered these right to their doorstep,
after which an online ‘café’ was opened where
the tasting took place. Participants got three
very special craft beers, some Grunneger
snacks to go along with it, and an evening of
old fashioned gezelligheid. During the
evening, several breakout groups were
formed to bring students closer together and
create nice conversations

Enter the Project: Zuidasdok Amsterdam - March
16th
The Enter the Project Zuidasdok event has
been the first online project-based Inhouse
tour which has been organized by the
MasterNetwork FSS. They invited four
speakers (two academics and two persons
from practice) who explained the
opportunities and challenges of the largest
infrastructural redevelopment project of the
Netherlands. In particular, the speakers
taught the present students how to
understand such a project from the
perspectives of complexity, stakeholder
management,
real
estate,
economic
geography and ultimately its (expected) users.
From these moments onwards, the
perceptions of students with regards to the
Zuidasdok project have certainly changed.

Empower Your Mind workshop - November 24th
For the Empower Your MInd workshop, the
Master Network FSS invited Sports- and
Performance Psychologist dr. Rico Schuijers,
to teach about different techniques to help
you perform at your very best when you need
to. He taught us about several theories, such
as the Concentric Circle Model by
Eberspächer. During the workshop,
participants engaged with active and fun
exercises to illustrate the theories discussed
by Rico. With over 40 enthusiastic
participants we can look back on a very
interesting workshop!

Master Network In-House Festival - April 12th
until 14th
From 12-16 April, Master Network FSS
organized the first festival of the season: The
In-House Festival. Due to the covid-19
pandemic, the event was hosted fully online.
The aim of this week was to provide students
with an insight into different career
opportunities after their graduation. During
the In-House Festival, students had the
opportunity to have a look behind the scenes
at five different organizations in the field of
spatial sciences and had the opportunity to

Elevate your CV - December 9th
The Master Network FSS finished 2020 with
the workshop Elevate your CV with the help
of YER. Prior to the workshop, students
could send in their curriculum vitae to have it
checked. The most common mistakes were
discussed during the workshop alongside
some other generally helpful tips and tricks.
After the workshop, all participants received
remarks on their own cv and the possibility

37

FACULTY ASSOCIATION

Ibn Battuta
get in touch with alumni of the Faculty of
Spatial Sciences during various events.

Fehrlage, Hannah Koldijk, Luuk Haverlag,
Jules Eefting, Anton Grol, Bram Postma,
Giacomo Degano, Katrina Dumont de
Chassart, and Giovanni Kiewiet (board
member) for their amazing work last year!

EGEA Groningen
In the last two years the EGEA committee
came back to live. And what a year it has
been. Unfortunately the committee did not
get the chance to visit some of the other
entities of Europe. However, instead of this
they figured out a way to get in touch with the
other entities via an online exchange and a
pub quiz. The group of general members is
also growing more and more. Which shows
the improvement of the brand awareness of
EGEA. For the ones that do not know what
EGEA is (yet): EGEA stands for European
Geographers Association. The name already
says it a bit but the focus of this Association
is to connect geographers and planners from
all over Europe, and even some countries
outside of Europe. The network consists of
94 entities spread around Europe. The
EGEA community is very open and
welcoming to everyone and if you’d like, you
could go on an exchange every month!
The EGEA Committee also organized some
activities that were also accessible to the
members of Ibn Battuta to show what the
EGEA community has to offer. Which
appeared to have paid off very well! Adding
to this they ordered a banner which they will
definitely show off during the upcoming
Association year. We want to thank
Emmeline Geurs, Kharisma Pandu Pratama,
Nicholas Wick, Michael Kleszczewski, irina
Krottje, Moritz Fehrlage, Mike Doldersum,
Charlotte Breunis and Merel Flap (board
member) for their hard work!

Mini-Game Night - Ex’cie - June 9th
On the 9th of June, the Excursion
Committee organized their first onlineactivity; a Mini-Game Night. Here, games like
Charades, Jeopardy, Press the Button and
Skribbl.io were played. The interaction with
the members and the diversity in games made
it a really successful online activity. The
games were done at 09:30 PM, but a lot of the
participants stayed for a drink and chat with
each other!
Footgolf with the FleX'Cie - Ex’cie - September
17th
On a sunny Thursday afternoon, around 25
Ibn’ers left their study places to play footgolf!
As the word already says it: a combination of
soccer and golf! It was a relax and sunny
afternoon after which Bart Folgerts was
announced as the winner! We want to thank
the FleX’cie for this nice last activity and all
their good work!
Online Beer Tasting - Ex’cie - November 23nd
Why only having one beer tasting in the
month of November as you can also have
two beer tastings? The new and super sexy
Ex’cie took us on a virtual excursion through
the Netherlands and neighbouring countries.
We could enjoy the beers while learning
about them and the areas they come from. As
it were at least four craft beers, everyone was
quite tipsy at one point, which resulted in the
quiz getting harder every couple of minutes.
We can look back on a nice and fun first
activity organized by the new Ex’cie!

Excursion Committee
Every year, a new Excursion Committee is
appointed in September. The goal of this
committee is to offer the members multiple
excursions, whether they are study-related or
just for fun! Unfortunately, so far the
SupersEx’Cie could only organize one in real
life excursion to the Stadspark. Yet, it was the
first in real life Ibn-activity since October
with a lot of members having fun with each
other again. We want to thank Moritz

Where is Ibn? - Ex’cie - February 8th until 21st
From February 8 until February 21st, the
SupersEx’cie, explored the town of
Groningen with their ‘Where is Ibn?’ event!
This fun, in-person event took place over a
two week period starting from the 8th of
February and ending on the 21st of February.
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During this two week time frame, you had to
complete fourtheen (seven per week)
assignments. These assignments were posted
in a Whatsapp groupchat with all participants.
For each assignment you completed, you'll
got a number. Once you had all fourtheen
numbers, you got the coordinates of a certain
spot in the City of Groningen.

Baxbier. The participants could enjoy four
different kinds of craft beers while having a
chat. It was a tasty and joyful evening! We
want to thank the FYC for all the nice
activities they have organized!
Online Movie Night - November 16th
On the 16th of November the new FYC, also
known as the SmirnofFYCe, organized their
first activity! While enjoying some popcorn,
we watched the Movie ‘TED’ together via
Netflix Party. The FYC made the night more
interactive by giving us some assignments
about the movie! After the movie, the
winners were announced and everyone stayed
to have a chat. It was a very successful first
activity of the FYC!

SupersEx´Cie King´s Games - May 10th
In honor of King’s Day, the Excursion
Committee organized the King’s Games!
This event was held in the Stadspark so the
games could be played at a safe distance. The
event contained a lot of fun games like
Flunkyball, Beerpong, Crate Walking, and
Balloon Popping. The games were played in
pairs against other pairs from the committee!
It was a lot of fun and very exciting to see
everyone again in a setting like this. Everyone
was very fanatic, but there can only be one
winner… Nick and Ali took home an
amazing price and of course the honor of
being King and Queen of the day!

Online Game Night - February 11th
On the 11th of February, the FYC hosted a
very successful and fun activity; an online
Game Night with highly interactive games.
The participants were divided into three
groups in which three different games were
played. One of them was Cards Against
Humanity, which is all about finishing
sentences that are written on cards and
making sure that they are as funny as possible.
Doodle is a nice drawing game during which
participants have to draw something and the
others have to guess what it is. Also
Undercover was a very nice and interactive
game. It was a fun night, with much
interaction!

First Year Committee
The First Year Committee is a committee that
is completely filled by first year students
organizing activities specifically aimed for
first year students. By organizing these, they
try to connect first year students with each
other. Unfortunately this year, the
SmirnofFYCe could only organize online
activities. Yet, soon they will organize their
first in real life activity; the FYC barbecue! It
was great to see how creative this committee
was and we really enjoyed the activities. We
want to thank Anne Mombarg, Brett Bijland,
Esmee Appelman, Flemming Dehnhardt, Iris
Volders,
Jasmijn
Harteveld,
Jesper
Leuwerink, Meike de Vries, Rebekka de
Witte, Sten Kuipers, Veere Moltmaker,
Victor Veldhuis, Zuzana Chlebecova, and
Giovanni Kiewiet (board member) for their
amazing work last year!

Foreign Excursion Committee
What a year this has been fort he Foreign
Excursion Committee. From being ambitious
about organizing the best trip possible, to
having to adapt to the circumstances, to
completely having to cancel the activity the
committee has spent hours and hours on.
Everything was going well for the committee.
The organization went well, the contact with
the companies and the spots were filled in a
minute. These great plans were all there
because of the good collaboration of the
committee with each other and with the
companies involved. Also, their motivation
did not lack up until the very last moment.

Beertasting with Veni Vidi FYCi - September 17th
On the same Thursday, the First Year
Committee also organized their last event.
Veni Vidi FYCi organized a beer tasting at
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Fortunately the committee had the
opportunity to organize one physical activity
which was the survival run. Not knowing that
this was the last actual physical activity that
was organized before the strict lockdown.
The committee looks back on a joyful and
sportive day. Even though the foreign
excursion itself did not take place, the
committee learned a lot about how to get in
contact with the right companies and to make
a nice deal out of everything. Therefore don’t
hesitate to ask one of the committee
members about their experiences and they
will be happy to tell you all about it. We want
to thank Merel Flap, Fleur Bogema, Frenk
van Stipriaan, Thijs van Soest and Rosa ter
Haar for all the effort they put into the
committee.

manage a wide range of spatial claims and
what it requires from a small country such as
the Netherlands. The lecture was successfully
done via a Facebook-Livestream and with 30
people attending in real life.
Artificial Intelligence Leading to Moral Machines?
Lecture - December 16th
The guest speaker during this lecture was Ben
Kröse, emeritus professor University of
Amsterdam. He talked about the growing
influence of Artificial Intelligence in our daily
lives, its possible applications with a focus on
the health sector, and the moral dilemmas
that arise from this controversial technology.
Lecture Erik Jan van Kempen - October 6th
On Tuesday, the 6th of October the Career
Day Committee, together with the Lecture
Committee, organized a lecture with one of
their original key note speakers: Erik Jan van
Kempen! Erik Jan van Kempen is the
director-general "omgevingswet" at the
Ministry of internal- and royal affairs. He
gave an online lecture about the
implementation of the omgevingswet and its
implications for the future.

Lecture Committee
The Lecture Committee strives to organize
multiple lectures during the year that will
broaden the knowledge of our members.
With some set lectures that are organized
almost every year (the BEC lecture and the
W.J. van der Bremen lecture), the Le’cie has
all the freedom to organize certain lectures
that they think are very interesting. For
instance, this year, the Intellec’cie organized a
lecture about artificial intelligence. Moreover,
the committee helped organizing the
interesting lecture during the Day of
Sustainability, about which you can read
more later on. Unfortunately, the BEC
lecture and was cancelled due to the Corona
Virus, but the W.J. van den Bremen Lecture
was
successfully
organized
online!
Furthermore, the W.J. van den Bremen
Lecture took place twice this year. We want
to thank Nynke van der Helm, Norina
Westhoff, Michael Kleszczewski, Henriette
Frye, and Benedek Papp (board member) for
all their hard work last year!

W.j. van den Breme Lecture – May 26th
This year’s second W.J. van den Bremen
Lecture was organized by the Intellec’cie.
They invited speaker Emilio Becerril who
spoke about his organization IslaUrbana
based in Mexico City. He has been the policy
and project coordinator at Isla Urbana since
2019. Some of the topics that were discussed
are the historical context of Mexico City’s
water management model, today’s water
crisis, rainwater harvesting, Isla Urbana’s
work since 2009, Public policy changes
around
rainwater
harvesting,
water
management challenges and solutions in the
global south. The lecture was a great success!

W.J. van den Bremen Lecture - September 11th
On Friday, the 11th of September, the W.J.
van den Bremen Lecture took place! This
year, the Lets’ciel welcomed Emiel Reiding,
Secretary-Director
of
Metropoolregio
Amsterdam, to tell us more about how to

Lustrum Committee
Once every five years, a Lustrum Committee
is appointed. The 12th Lustrum of Ibn
Battuta would have taken place in May 2021.
Yet, it will now take place in
August/September 2021, with a bigger
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chance of having the Lustrum in a way the
committee prepared for for already 1.5 years!
We are very much looking forward to the
Lustrum and we would already like to thank
Wout van Hoorn, Sabine Dieben, Julia van
Wijk, Jikke Halsema, Date Mollema, Tabea
Rademacher, Laura Fransen, and Giovanni
Kiewiet (board member) for their amazing
work already for the last 1.5 year!

member) were still active as the Ses’cie. They
organized some great and orginal activities,
during which we had a lot of fun! Moreover,
to do something special for Valentine’s Day,
everyone was able to buy a rose for their
Valentine! We want to thank the Ses’cie for
all of their work and creativity!
Then, in February, the new Ses’cie was
established! This time, Aleida Rottink, Lisa
Bos, Marten van der Schaaf, Max van der
Kuil, Nick Waterink, Roel Coenen and Joëlle
Hopman (board member) took place in the
committee. We want to wish them luck with
the coming year!

Lustrum Theme Announcement Pre-Party +
Lustrum Theme Announcement - November 26th
On Thursday, the 26th of November the
Lustrum Committee revealed the theme of
the 12th Lustrum: Cosmopolitan! Sadly, we
couldn’t celebrate together with a party on
location. But that couldn’t stop the fun of
having a pre-party anyway: a virtual Beerpong
Tournament! After a hard fought
competition, Jules and Wiard had to concede
victory in the finals as Fleur and
Anthon ponged their way to the title.

Among Us! Night - November 9th
On the 9th of November, around 30 Ibn’ers
left the earth and went to space to play some
rounds of Among Us! It is an exciting online
game where the Crewmates have to complete
tasks and identify the Impostors. It was nice
to see that the Crewmates and Imposters
consisted of first years as well as master
students. It was a very nice evening, but we
are happy everyone is safe on earth again!

Online Escape Room - February 15th
On the 15th of February, it was time for the
second Lustrum pre-activity; an online
Escape Room. The participants were
challenged to solve clues and travel across a
series of countries. The goal was to find a
secret of an ancient stone amulet. Although
the Escape Room was not very easy, the
participants had a lot of fun. The winners
won a discount on the next merchandise of
the Lustrum Committee.

Among Us! Night 2 - January 14th
Because of the success of the first edition, the
Sports and Games Committee organized a
second edition of the Among US! Night. It
was the first activity of 2021 and a great
success!
Valentines Day with the Ses’cie - February 14th
Ibn’ers that wanted to surprise their valentine
or Ibn friends with a rose could do so via the
Sports and Games Committee! People could
send an email to the SeS’cie with a personal
message and the name and surname of the
person they wanted to send a rose to. The
first rose was even for free! In total we could
make around 60 Ibn’ers happy with a
beautiful rose. The committee distributed the
roses in Groningen on the 14th of February.
Such a LOVEly day.

Sports and Games Committee
To make sure that all our members will
compensate for the sometimes-unhealthy
student life, the Ses’cie organizes many active
activities during the year! Unfortunately, this
year, physical sports and games activities
couldn’t happen so instead of contributing to
physical health, the Sports and Games
Committee contributed to the mental health
of the participants by organizing fun and
crazy online events. During the beginning of
the year, Bram van der West, Jules Eefting,
Marten van der Schaaf, Martijn Hoekstra,
Max van der Kuil, Michiel Derksen, Simeon
van ’t Veld, and Gijs Homans (board

Spatial Sciences Quiz - February 23rd
On the 23rd of February the SeS’cie organized
their last activity already. As every year the
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SeS’cie ended their time as a committee with
the Spatial Sciences Quiz. This time,
unfortunately, the quiz had to take place
online via Kahoot. Fortunately, the event was
still very well visited. For the winner, the
second and third place we had a delicious
packages with beers and snacks and delivered
it to their houses.

committee tried to fix the cancellation as
good as possible, regardless of the
disappointment. To keep up the good spirit
they tried to organize other activities instead.
However, every time something was
scheduled, the corona regulations got stricter
again. And again, their activities got
cancelled. Even though the committee ended
up organizing nothing, they did show their
capabilities and the enthusiasm to organize
activities and their willingness to contribute
to Ibn Battuta. We want to thank Hesther van
Rossem, Jerom Kooistra, Daniël Oost, Mike
Löwik, Emmeline Geurs, Bart Folgerts and
Jelmer de Rijke (board member) for all the
effort they put into the committee.

Online Casino Night - April 20th
On April 20, the Sports and Games
Committee took us with them into their
virtual casino! At the beginning of the night,
the participants all got 500 imaginary Ibn
dollars with which they could gamble during
the night. The participants were divided in
three groups to play three different games:
poker, blackjack and roulette. The winner,
Jules Eefting ended up with around 3000 Ibn
dollars and on top of this he won a
borrelpakket! There was also a prize for the
participants that ended up at the second and
third place. It was a nice but nerve-racking
evening!

Zwemfest Committee
The Zwemfest committee has had a hard
time the last two years. Previous association
year Zwemfest had to be postponed because
of the unknown situation towards the Covid19 pandemic. However, the upcoming
edition of Zwemfest came closer and closer.
Therefore this edition did not take place
anymore. Luckily the new Zwemfest
committee is busy organizing the Zwemfest
for the start of the Association year of 20202021. And not to brag, but there will be some
great names already! This evening will be
filled with good and new music to broaden
and refresh your taste in music. This creative
group of people will make sure there are
plenty of bands to visit and find something
you like for everyone. Want to know more?
Make sure to follow them on instagram!
We want to thank Márton Németh, Masie
Akbari and Merel Flap (board member) for
their work!

Wintersport Committee
Snoworries was the name of the wintercom
this year. Showing the enthousiasm and hope
of the committee organize a great trip to Via
Lattea. Their message was: don’t worry, the
world will open again after the global
pandemic. The trip will continue and
otherwise you could get your money back if
it had to be canceled. Short after the entire
trip had be booked and participants signed
up, the second wave of the corona crisis was
there. We went back into a lock down and the
perspective of a winter sport trip going to
happen in 2020/2021 got lost. Meanwhile the
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Projectgroup Activities
to make the first-years enthusiastic for doing
this committee. It were two successful
afternoons with many enthousiast first-year
students. We want to thank all committee
members that helped us at the committee
market!

Projectgroup Introduction Period
For the first time in years, we did not visit
Ameland for the introduction weekend and
therefore, not Projectgroup Ameland but
Projectgroup Introduction Period was set up!
Even though it was hard to deal with all the
COVID-19
regulations,
Projectgroup
Introduction Period organized a lot of great
introduction activities for the new first year
students. We want to thank Daniel Oost,
Lieke Mijnheer, Yildiz Heeringa, Gijs
Homans, Linda van der Duim, Nynke van
der Helm, Roos den Boer, Laurens van
Egmond, Merel Flap (board member), and
Giovanni Kiewiet (board member) for their
amazing work last year!

Introduction Pub Quiz - PIP - September 9th
Besides the Chill Evenings and the
committee market, an Introduction Pub Quiz
for the first-year students was organized on
the 9th of September at Grandcafé de Oude
Kijk. During the Pub Quiz, the first-years
were asked many different kinds of questions.
Including questions that helped them to get
to know the Association. But most
importantly, they could get to know each
other. One week before, a Pub Quiz for
senior students was organized where
everybody got the opportunity to see each
other again! We want to thank Projectgroup
Introduction Period for all the effort they
have put in the Introduction Period!

Chill Evening SPD & HGP - August 31st and
September 1st
On August 31st and September 1st ,
Projectgroup Introduction Period, in
collaboration with the executive board,
organized a 'Chill Evening' for first-year
Human Geography and Planning students at
het Stadspark, Groningen. After the day
program with the Learning Community, first
year students were welcome to join and meet
their fellow students at the Faculty of Spatial
Sciences. The Chill Evening started around
18:00 and ended at 22:00.

Projectgroup Schier
Unfortunately, Schier could not happen in
2020. Therefore, our students are very much
looking forward to going to the island again
in 2021. On the February GMA a new
Projectgoup was assigned to organize the
famous notorious weekend again. Due to the
risk of not happening in the first weekend of
July, a new plan has been made to organize it
instead of the travel weekend during the
Lustrum. Currently the perspective is good,
so the organization starts becoming more
serious. Besides that, the first 50 spots are
already filled by the selling of the Passe
partout. Will the weekend trip in almost two
years finally happen again? To be
continued….

Comeback Quiz - PIP - September 2nd
On the 2nd of September, a group of 50
Ibn’ers got the chance to finally see each
other again after the summer holiday and
after the first wave of the corona crisis. They
got together in Grandcafé de Oude Kijk to
compete against each other during a pubquiz.
After the pubquiz almost everyone went to ‘t
Gat van Groningen to have beers and
cocktails after. It was a great night!
Committee Market - September 7th and 8th
On the 7th and the 8th of September, first-year
students had the opportunity to get to know
more about the different committees of Ibn
Battuta at the Committee Market. On both
days, six of the twelve committees were there
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Projectgroup Sustainability and
Society

thank the members fort heir submissions and
to meet with them during the lockdown,
pepernoten were delivered to everyone who
participated in the challenege.

This year again, a new projectgroup was
formed to support the board with the path
towards a Green Office sustainability label. A
group of 6 enthusiastic people were found
that were eager to make the Association as
sustainable as possible. Besides helping the
board with their sustainable ideas, they also
helped with creating the document to request
a sustainability label at the Green Office and
they organized some great activities to make
our members more aware of sustainability.
We want to thank Niels de Vries, Nickita de
Jong, Charlotte Breunis, Lilian Keuneke,
Norina Westhoff, Kharisma Pandu Pratama,
and Benedek Papp (board member) for their
great help and work!

Day of Sustainability - April 29th
The theme of this year’s Day of Sustainability
was ‘Green Cities’. On Thursday 29th of
April, many members joined online for an
inspiring and insightful day with several
amazing and inspiring speakers to discuss
everything from climate adaption to green
infrastructure and their significance for a
sustainable future! There were several
discussion sessions with the speakers after
the event where members could interact in a
more informal environment. With the
participants paying €2 , all the proceedings
were donated to the 2021 Charity Fund of
Projectgroup Sustainability and Society
“Stichting Toentje”. Participants also
received a free care package including some
nice local beers and homemade, vegan
snacks.

Sustainability Challenge - November 11th
During the Sustainability Challenge in
November and December, members had the
chance to submit sustainable photos of
themselves in their daily lives. Any small
sustainable initiative was well rewarded by the
Projectgroup Sustainability and Society. To
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Fellowship Activities
Next to activities organized by the board,
committees and projectgroups, fellowships
also organize activities. In fact, they are
groups of friends within Ibn Battuta. You
could say they are some sort of ‘fraternities’
within Ibn Battuta, with the difference that
fellowships are volunteers, and have a
certain theme they like. This association
year, unfortunately, onlly one fellowships
organized an activity because of the
pandemic.

Association year. They thought us how to
make a delicious Italian Lasagna. Most people
joined in pairs and enjoyed each other’s
company while cooking. After around 1,5
hours of cooking, all beautiful lasagnas were
ready to go into the oven. Half an hour later,
the lasagnas were done and we enjoyed our
them while having a chat with each other.
Thanks to the Pedelgenootschap for this nice
activity and we hope to enjoy another activity
from them soon! It would be of course nice
if the next activity can be their lovely cantus
again.

Cook along with the Pedelgenootschap - March
11th
On the 11th of March, the Pedelgnootschap
organized their first activity of this
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Financial Year Report
2020 – 2021
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Preface
On the final pages you find the financial
background of Ibn Battuta specified from the
1st of June 2020 up until the 31st of May
2021. This report has been drawn up with the
help of our accountancy program which is
called Conscribo. This program has been very
useful for several years.
The financial report consists of the income
statement, the balance, an overview of the
income statement, the balance, an overview
of the committees and project groups, other
activities, prepayments and deferred income,
the reservations, debtors and creditors, and
the write-offs.

amounts of money on different accounts:
bank accounts, cash register, the debtors,
creditors, reservations, and the equity. The
further breakdown from the Committees and
Projectgroups comes next, together with the
activities organised by the board. The
activities of the committees are specified,
with their revenues and costs. Additionally,
you can find the division of the activity
subsidy and the usage of the reservations that
is used for different events.
Moving on, the prepayments and the
deferred income are shown. This is used for
activities such as the transfer weekend, the
Lustrum travel weekend, the Lustrum Preparties, and the board suits for the (hopefully)
61st board of Ibn Battuta.

The first page shows the income statement of
the past financial year. The difference
between the budgeted result and the actual
results is elaborated on here. To maintain a
clear overview, the budgeted result, the result
and the difference with the budget are only
showed. This means that the total costs and
the revenues are not included in the report
but are elaborated upon when focussing on
the costs made for activities. Due to the
Covid-19 pandemic which has been around
during the complete Association Year a lot of
expenses have not been made. Resulting into
profits, but also losses, on several posts. Big
activities were not able to take place and the
source of income for the Association also
looked a bit different. To make sure the
members will be able to access the revenues
made by the Association the money has been
divided amongst several reservations. Most
importantly the amount that has been left on
the post activities subsidy. Since the
committees were not able to organise as
much activities as they have hoped, quite
some profit has been made here. Therefore,
we have decided that the Lustrum is the
perfect opportunity to give back to the
members. Also, the reservation for the
Almanac has received some money because
of the usage of the almanac from last year.
Lastly, the amount on the reservation for the
medals has been increased.

Up next is the overview of the mutating
reservations. It will show which reservation
have been used and/or have been increased
during this financial year. As stated before,
because of the Covid-19 pandemic several
reservations have been increased. Since a lot
more activities will be possible in the
upcoming Association Year I am convinced
the money will be useful in the near future.
The next page shows the debtors and
creditors. This contains mostly invoices that
have been sent out to companies which they
did not pay yet. This is both for the Career
Day and for the general acquisition. Also the
declaration for the faculty that is always being
sent on the 31st of May and the fines that
have been distributed by the Career Day
Committee are included here. On the credit
side on the other hand you can see the
amounts that still need to be paid by Ibn
Battuta after the 1st of June 2021. Since the
declaration towards the faculty contained a
double one for the Girugten production costs
they are on the creditors lists. Also Pro Geo
hasn’t sent the invoice for the Career Day
profit division before the 1st of June and are
therefore on the creditors list. The In House
tour has agreed with the company called
StayOkay for a visit. This has to be paid on
location but has been agreed upon already

After the income statement the balance on
the 1st of June is stated. This shows the
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and therefore this is one of the creditors as
well. After the 31st of May a lot of invoices
have been paid.

and support you gave me during this
extraordinary year.
On behalf of the 60th board of Faculty
Association Ibn Battuta,

At last the write-off of this financial year are
stated. This has not been a lot because of the
little amount of activities we had. The
activities that were organised had a lot of
round numbers and therefore the chance of
getting write-offs is a lot lower.

Merel Flap

Since my year of being the treasurer of
Faculty Association Ibn Battuta has come to
an end I would like to thank the Audit
Committee for their time and support. Thank
you Simone, Laurens and Laura for the advise
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Income Statement
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Balance
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Committees and Projectgroups
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Other Activities

54

FACULTY ASSOCIATION

Ibn Battuta
Reservations
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Prepayments and Deferred income

Write-offs
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Debtors and Creditors
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“And we danced, and we cried and we laughed
and had a really, really, really good time”
(Macklemore, 2021)
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